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sTi s said ther sowaill bd
To view Black Anni si
Vast talons, foul with human flesh, there grew
In place of hands, and features livid blue

G| aim hierdvisage; while the obscene waist
Warm skins of human vi ct

- JohrHeyrick 1797



Legend of
black annis

British horror film based on English
folklore about a witch called ‘Black Annis’
or ‘Black Agnes’ that lived in the caves in

Dane Hill, Leicestershire.

It was claimed that she had a blue face
and long talons who ate children alive,
wore and decorated her home with their

skins.
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Two couples venture out to the small village of Fairweather for a birthday weekend.

Heavily pregnant Ayesha begins to experience paranoia and visions that lead her to
believe something more sinister lies within this idyllic setting.
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Synopsis

For centuries the town of Fairweather has lived in fear of ey@@fd witch called Black Annis.

Something neither human nor beast now, she feeds on the young and uses their skin to decorate her cave dwel

An ancient agreement binds the creature and once a year they sacrifice a child to keep the village safe.

As time moves on, the villagers have looked for more elaborate ways of saving their own by sacrificing others ar

now promote their idyllic hamlet as a place of tourism, ideal for families.

Two couples venture out to the small village of Fairweather for a birthday weekend. Heavily pregnant Ayesha be

to experience paranoia and visions of Black Annis, that lead her to believe something more sinister lies within.

A sequence of events within the |ddatrywellfamily lead to widower John Merrywell punishing his daughter

Sophie. She escapes and tries to warn Ayesha who is captured byahd ladlway to the sacrificial square.

The fate of the travellers is now left in the hands of their deceptive hosts.
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W outsiders
y 1 ¢ \\;’ Ayesha Shaw, 33, Pregnant wife to David. Sister to
- r %
} } " George.
: £ 4 e
" *%* ' j # David Shaw, 35, husband to Ayesha. American.
i | ALY 5, | d George Tomlinson, 3Brother to Ayesha and
f | ' RS oo husband to Ben.
2 e :
\ LT
\ - 282 Ben Kagge, 29, husband to George. Celebrating his
!& . - = 5 30" Birthday.




I - I I . Characters .

Fairweather village

Black Annid:000, witch. Feeds off people, especially children as she believes they restore her eternal youth. Fille

and skins her prey alive and decorates her cave with the skins.

Villagers:

John Merrywell (50): Widower, father to six children. Cassie Merrywell (13)

Traditional dairy farmer. Lucy Merrywell (9)

The Merrywell daughters: Sylvia Merrywell (6)

Sophie Merrywell (15): Desperate to run away with heg_ Merrywell (3): Mother died giving birth to her.

secret boyfriend Peter.
Abigail Price (38): Mayoress to the town of Fairweather.

Lydia Merrywell (16): Matriarch of the family. Loyal to Keeps local traditions alive in the village.
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Black annis
Creature Concept
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casting

Juliet Landau as Mayoress Abigail

Juliet Landau is an actress, director, producer and writer. As an actress, highlights include her r
Drusilla in Jos88h e d BURF¥ THE VAMPIRE SLAYER &HEpNNGEL and cagtarring in Tim
Burtonis ED WOOD Laatseadorosheeptayeadthekacurripg role of Rita Tedesco
on Amazonds number one series, BOSCH. She

TNTOGs CLAWS before quarantine.

lan Whyte as Blaélanis

lan Whytes aWelshactor, stuntman and former professional basketball player. He is best known
for his roles as Predator in tAken vs. Predator film series, Sheikh Suleimar2@ithe

remakeof Clash of the Titans, The Last Enginderometheus, as well as various characters in the
HBO fantasy seri€ézame of Thrones. lan also has extensive puppeteeringavBiko: A Star

Wars Story, Rogue One, The Last Jedi and The Force Awakens.
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I - I . Budget and

OV finance plan

Key Team £ 46,75(

Preproduction £ 33,00(

Production £ 362,53

PostProduction £103,42( Finance Plan

Other £ 86,95¢ Tax Credit (cash flowed,  £95,000
Equity (Private) £537,908

Core Total Spend £ 545, 70" PreSales £31,510

Total Core & Other £ 632.66: Post Deal £31,510

Contingency @10% £63.26¢ Total Budget £695,928

Total £695,928
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Genre ,market ,Budget

Genre: Horror

Audience: 18 to 35
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As alongtime loverof horror, | wantedto makea film that spoketo a wider genreaudiencaNith BlackAnnisl have
chosento highlightssuesvhichspeakio myselfand co-writer David Curtis individuallyhat are rarelyexploredon
screen

directors statement

With my filmmaking COvemyinterestedn storiesthat highlightinderrepresentednembersof societyThe strugglesf
fertilityandmentalhealthare somethinghat hasbeena personajourneyfor mein recentyearsandl amalwaykeen
to seethistackledn film For David beinga gayman,he hasyearnedo seefullydevelopedjaycharactersvithinthe
horror world andalsoespeciallwantedto highlight positivegayrelationshipnsteadf the sterectype promiscuous
onesoften portrayedon screenl ama bigLGBTQ+advocatandassucheageito helphim

| Cafsoa hugefanof monstermoviesmy loveof U A | kinavsn boundsandam particularlkeenon exploringhis
withinUK legendsindfolkloreof whichBlackAnnisisbasedl planto explorethesethemeswithinthe dynamicsf the
charactersluringthe film,whilealsocreatinga senseof disturbancen the shotsusingguickcutsandanintelligentise
of lightwithinthe dark Concealinghe monsteruntilthe veryend My inspiratiorfor thisfilmis Ari Aster,AliceLowe

andRobertEggers
. T e — T Tre—— .‘



Comparisons

VVITCH

A New-England Folktale

| | A The Ritual (2017)

s AN The Monster (2016)

The Witch (2015)
Midsomma(2019)

JEREMY ALLEN
WHITE

olEns BRE UKD The Rental (2020)
The Swerve (2018)
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S| THE RENTAL

A FiLv BY DAVE FRANCO

“A lean and brutal Psycho for the Airbnb era.”
Indewire
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Mood board
Ratio: 2.39:1 Present day

- P

Hg&lﬁgﬁkak.

Grad|ngBeglnﬂ;lghtandwbrantgradualIyieveloplngwto a BIue/Green/Purpfme
asthe eventf BlackAnnistakea darkertoll.
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Mood board
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GradingThisworld isa hazygreenandsepia




COSTUME:

Weels\ﬂnglr%%gs for the fete and sacrifice scenes will be traditional based on Vi"agers




location

Tintern, VWales



- ’ -
Pl st W mwmimo®,

P

S

A

o K . .
7 7 B s

e

=

~

o

Themes

LGBTQ+
Pregnancy

Psychosis and Mental Health
Traditions

City Life vs Rural Life



Serena Chloe GardneMriter/Director

Serena is an awandnning Writer/Director. Her films
have screened in the UK and Internationally (including
the Oscar qualifying Rhode Island International Film
Festival), winning fourteen awards with an additional
twenty-four nominations.

She is also an Actress and Producerlwithl | Be
horror theatre company which she performed in and
produced Faustus to a solgt London Horror Fest
Horror acting credits I
Dead.
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David Curtis Co-Writer

David Curtis is an actor known for his roles in horror
films includinigly Bloody Banjo, Fanged Up, Bad Moon
RisingndTerror of the Killer Carnivorous Coat.

David is also a producer and writer vita | | Be
~horror theatre company which he wrote, produced and
R gperformBdancriustus to a solat London Horror
Fest.
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Nasreen Cullen Producer Jason Weidnér Director of Photography

Having worked on awawmdinning filmswith Secret Jason has shot numerous awarthing short films and
Garden Pictures over the | &mttish BAFTAehominatedrmsisicivideos!ingladinghhgrrot
Chasing the Vein and again on the hugely successful shorts: The Paper Round and Doll. He also directs music
2017 sBl ackagansJecret®asder een rei deos, most notably for
Pictures on Black Annis. which he has gained critical acclaim.

team
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OREGON

SCREAM WEEK
HORROR FILM FESTIVAL
OFFICIAL SELECTION
FALL 2021

AFTER DARK FILM FESTIVAL

OFFICIAL SELECTION
FALL 2021
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NOMINEE
BEST FEATURE SCREENPLAY (UNFILMED)

Unrestricted
View Horror
Film Festival
2021
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Previous work

L'll Be right Back Theatre

resents .... /4 agn N\
v v  British Shorfs \
A Jus Official Selection W/
. §% W, Berlin 2019
G o MY : ' =S\ 12" Lichtspietklub @

Best Short Film
Birmingham

Film Festival
2018

Short Film Festival
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41 SERENA CALOE GARDAER .

When: 29th - 31st Oct
Time: 21:30

At The Etcetera Theatre,
info@londonhorrorfestiv

my life with addiction
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